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We never forget a face 


In 1904, Charles Rolls and Henry Royce started a company that changed the face of motoring. 
In 1919, a gentleman called Walter Owen Bentley did the same. 


Since 1946, generations of craftsmen and women at Crewe, England, have been proud to 
create the cars that bear the names of these two famous marques. 


Whatever the future holds, we promise you one thing on their behalf. Crewe Genuine Parts 
will continue to be made to the same standards and specifications as the original Rolls-Royce 
components.We have unmatched knowledge and experience of all cars ever built at Crewe. 


Times may change. Old models may be succeeded by new ones. But Crewe never forgets. 


To maintain the integrity of your Rolls-Royce, use Crewe Genuine Parts. 
Contact Bentley Sydney, your Authorised Crewe Genuine Dealership for 
further details. 


BENTLEY SYDNEY 


www.bentleysydney.com = 


19 - 27 Regatta Road = CREWE 
Five Dock, Sydney NSW 2046 — ——— 


GENUINE PARTS 


Australia 
Phone: 9744 511 | MD 17855 
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Front Cover Picture: 

Rolls-Royce Silver Wraith H/. Mulliner touring limousine (WGC46), owned by N.S.W. Branch member Jeffrey 
Kenway, who has the good fortune to reside in the picturesque township of Bundanoon in the New South 
Wales Southern Highlands district. As seems natural to such a lifestyle, Jeffrey uses this splendid motor car 
on a regular basis. Photograph by the Editor. 


Ra The Rolls-Royce badge is a trademark of Rolls-Royce Plc and is used by the Club under licence from Rolls-Royce Plc, Derby, England. 


‘The Dreamer’ today 


Honorary Life Member Malcolm Johns 
(N.S.W.) sent the picture (right) of his 
1911 Silver Ghost (1524) The Dreamer. 

Malcolm writes that it has now over 
two years since he had the good fortune 
to acquire The Dreamer and that during 
that period he has carried out further ex- 
tensive restoration, including the steering 
column extended to its correct ‘B’ 
length, the front seat raised some six 
inches and relocated rearwards, the 
spare wheel repositioned and a correct 
Lucas lighting set fitted. 

1524 was delivered new to Charles 
Angas of Angaston, South Australia. 
Quite a few early Silver Ghosts were 
named, and 1524 bore a nameplate read- 
ing The Dreamer from very early in its 
existence, if not from new. The chassis 
was acquired by the late Charles Wright 
(see Obituary P.5-03) in the early 1960s 
and restored by him. Charles also built 
the body seen here, the shape and fea- 
tures of which were inspired by the 
Grosvenor ‘coupé de ville’ coachwork 
with which it was fitted either from new 
or very soon after. Charles favoured pol- 
ished aluminium (as opposed to painted) 
body panels, and Malcolm has retained 
that feature. 


20 years 

This edition of PRAECLARUM marks 
the 20th anniversary of my Editorship of 
the journal. | was appointed Editor late in 
1983, on a temporary, indeed probation- 
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1911 Silver Ghost (1524) The Dreamer as photographed in South Australia in October last year. 1524 is 
a ‘brass’ chassis, i.e. with brass radiator and fittings as opposed to the more usual nickel finish. Photograph 


courtesy of the owner, Malcolm Johns (N.S.W). 


ary basis! The first edition that | pro- 
duced was No. 1-84 (February 1984). | 
have produced it regularly (if not always 
punctually!) ever since. 

During that time computer produc- 
tion of the magazine has brought enor- 
mous changes to the Editor’s réle. The 
same changes have significantly reduced 
our costs, as several stages of the work 
that were once carried out by the print- 
er have, one by one, transferred to the 
Editor. We are now at a stage where 
each edition goes to the printer on a 
pocket-size computer disc, ready for 
press. 

We are extremely fortunate in that 
we have David Neely (N.S.W.) ready to 
take over as Editor. David, co-author of 
the wonderful book Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley in the Sunburnt Country, is 


Your Editor came across this lovely shot of Charles Wright with 1524 The Dreamer, but cannot remem- 


ber who sent it so it is hoped the photographer will forgive the anonymity. 


approaching the closing stages of produc- 
ing a published history of the Club, which 
will be a monumental book similar in for- 
mat to Sunburnt and a most worthy com- 
panion volume. While this great work is 
being prepared for press | will produce 
two further editions of PRAECLARUM 
before handing over to David. 


A chance encounter 


Not long before this edition went to 
press your Editor was driving in the 
N.S.W. Southern Highlands district when 
he saw a vision splendid. Emerging from a 
side road was this lovely Rolls-Royce 
Silver Wraith H.J. Mulliner touring lim- 
ousine. A quick look into that wonder- 
fully useful — indeed indispensable — 
Club publication Chassis Plate revealed 
that it was probably WGC46, owned by 
N.S.W. Branch member Jeffrey Kenway 
who resides in the picturesque township 
of Bundanoon. A telephone call con- 
firmed as much, and we soon had our 
front cover photograph! Jeffrey uses the 
car on a regular basis. 

Now it could be, and has been, alleged 
that your Editor is biased in favour of 
Silver Wraiths. Not only is there a strong 
element of truth about this, but | am 
wholly persuaded that it is cars of this ilk 
that they serve out to the virtuous in 
heaven. It was a Silver Wraith very like 
this one that exerted a strong influence in 
my youth. Indeed, it is another Silver 
Wraith very like this one, the restoration 
of which might receive closer attention 
once the responsibility for producing 
PRAECLARUM passes to its new Editor 
after June this year! 
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Centenary plate 


With this edition of PRAECLARUM 
you will find an order form by means of 
which you can become the proud owner 
of a fine limited edition Royal Doulton 
plate commissioned by our Federal 


FH ROYCE 


-, 
President. What better souvenir of the 3 5 
centennial year of the meeting of Rolls x4 Pe 
a 
and Royce? fy ed 
Vv . ad 
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Vale Eric Rainsford 


It is with great sadness that | record 
the passing of a popular and highly re- 
spected South Australian member, Eric 
Rainsford. 

As well as being an Honorary Life 
Member of the Club and a former 
Federal President (1967-68), Eric is re- 
membered as a pioneer restorer. His ; ’ 
work on, in particular, veteran Silver a tis 
Ghosts is the stuff of legends. 


A si MAY 199, 
Martin Bennett aN ~ 
CENTENARY 
w o 
Below: our front cover car, WGC46, owned by 4th May 200" 


Jeffrey Kenway (NSW). This delightful Silver 
Wraith is unrestored, essentially original and, to the Above: the Royal 

great credit of its owner, used daily. Note that | 5- Doulton Centenary 
inch wheels have replaced the original !7-inch plate commissioned by 


ones, though with very high-profile tyres to main- our Federal President. 
tain the overall roll fearance. 
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ERIC RALSTON RAINSFORD 


7.5.1916 - 12.1.2004 


We are very sad to announce the 
death of our much loved and respect- 
ed Honorary Life Member Eric 
Rainsford, who has been an essential 
part of our Club since its very early 
days, and warm friend to so many of 
us. Eric gave excellent leadership and 
service to our Club, both Branch and 
Federally, over most of its years, and 
is one of its very greatest names. He 
joined the South Australian Branch 
in 1961, just after its formation, and 
was immediately invited to join the 
Committee. He was Secretary in 
1962-63, President from 1966 to 1969, and again in 1977- 
78, organizing excellent Branch events and memorable 
Federal Rallies — in the Barossa Valley in 1969. and again 
there in 1978, joining that select band who have had the 
strength and courage needed to host more than one such 
event. In 1979 he was awarded the honour of Honorary 
Life Membership of R.R.O.C.A. for his great service to our 
Club. In 2003 he was honoured, jointly with Beryl, with the 
Sir Henry Royce Foundation award for excellence. We have 
lost one of our Club's greatest men, and another link with 
its earliest days. 

Eric trained as a watchmaker with his father, then 
worked for some years for General Motors at Woodville as 
chief road tester of their vehicles. He branched into manu- 
facture on his own, building up the very successful 
Rainsford Blinds business, which he sold in 1958. He then 
showed his true inventiveness by creating and manufactur- 
ing a variety of motor car parts, pressings and mouldings, 
including sun visors, mirrors, controls and retractable seat 
belts, which latter were licensed widely to major car makers. 
His new firm Rainsford Metal Products grew to be suppliers 
to every Australian vehicle manufacturer, with factories 
here and interstate. A flow of inventive ideas continued, 
even to making ornamental metal flowers from the factory 
offcuts. All our above-ground swimming pools are com- 
prised of his metal formers. He was essentially a ‘hands-on’ 
man, at his best creating new devices, or solving problems 
— especially when something was declared impossible. 

His passion for cars, and his ability to solve every practi- 
cal problem — his own and others’ — have made him a hero 
for all enthusiasts who bring old cars back to life. Eric has 
been one of Australia's truly great old car owners and club- 
men, and one of its leading restorers, having with his spe- 
cial team brought back to as-new condition over seventy 
cars of all types, many of which have formed the nucleus of 
the Birdwood Mill National Motor Museum. From his origi- 
nal Ariel Square Four motorcycle as a young man, to his 
final 1912 Cadillac V-8 finished in his retirement years, Eric 
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just loved motor vehicles. He was the complete car man — 
from searching for clues concerning old cars, collecting, 
making and swapping parts. and machining the most com- 
plex components, to having a superb eye for beauty of line 
in coachwork. 

One of Australia's most talented inventors, makers and 
successful businessmen, Eric for many years always had a 
brand new Rolls-Royce in his motor house. In 1966 he 
bought one of the first Silver Shadows to reach these shores, 
SRH1267, the first of several that became as familiar a sight 
at Club events as his Silver Cloud had been previously. But 
he loved the challenges of finding, restoring and driving the 
older models that had helped made the names of Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley. His superb restorations won fourteen 
Federal Concours awards, including Overall Winner no less 
than five times. 

Eric's 1912 Silver Ghost Rainsford Roi-des-Belges tourer, 
Chassis 1853E, was chosen as the Australian official 
representative car for the 1977 Queen's Jubilee at Windsor 
and Ascot. His other 1912 Silver Ghost, open drive limou- 
sine Chassis 1997, was awarded Best Rolls-Royce Silver 
Ghost from a top international field in the Pebble Beach 
Concours d’élegance. His other R.R.O.C.A.-awarded cars 
were his 1938 Phantom III Hooper limousine 3CM157, and 
his 1938 Bentley 4'/4 Litre H.J. Mulliner drophead coupé 
B157LE. These two and the Silver Ghost 1853E remain with 
Eric's family in South Australia, while Silver Ghost 1997, 
now in Victoria, can be seen at Federal Rallies and was 
Overall Winner last year. 

To Beryl Rainsford and her family we give our deepest 
sympathy. Eric's last years became increasingly difficult 
both for him and Beryl as his health deteriorated, but he 
had the consolation of his loving family. He was a wonderful 
father, and an adored ‘Grumpy’ to his grandchildren. We 
shall all miss Eric's ready smile and quiet friendliness, but 
have so many happy memories of him to look back upon. 


David Forward 
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100 years 


This is our year of celebration, one 
hundred years since the historic 
meeting of Frederick Henry Royce and 
Charles Stewart Rolls, with Henry 
Edmunds the intermediary, at the 
new Midland Hotel, Manchester on 
May 4th, 1904. On that day, who 
would have imagined, with the viewing 
of the first Royce car, that such a fine 
line of Rolls-Royce vehicles would 
ensue? Later the incorporation of the 
Bentley marque added another di- 
mension. I wonder if in another one 
hundred years, in 2104, they will be 
celebrating Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
vehicles in some form or other driving 
on Mars, the Moon already being 
passé to the future space travelling 
generation. 

I was privileged to be invited to the 
Rolls-Royce celebrations on May 4th, 
2004 for lunch at the Midland Hotel, 
Manchester. However I decided to stay 
in Australia and celebrate lunch with 
our Club members. I have asked Past 
Federal President Russell Rolls to rep- 
resent us at this important lunch. 
Russell will then write a report for 
publication in PRAECLARUM. Tom 
Clarke also has an invitation, our 
lucky Honorary Life Member lives in 
the area! 

For this historic day it is pleasing to 
see that each Branch is arranging a 
lunch to comemmorate this meeting 
one hundred years ago. At the appro- 
priate time co-ordinated with each 
Branch Australia wide an appropriate 
toast facing Manchester is planned for 
all members attending these lunches. 
Club member and Qantas Captain 
Quin Ledden has provided us with the 
correct compass bearings to 
Manchester for the toasts. They are 
from Adelaide 308°, Brisbane 321°. 
Canberra 309°, 324°, 
Melbourne 304°, Perth 318°, and 
Sydney 312°. 


Making all the above possible was 


Darwin 
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the ingenious work of Frederick Henry 
Royce in the design, construction and 
running of the first Royce car on April 
Ist, 1904. On this day with Royce at 
the wheel, the car was ‘hammered out’ 
of his Cooke Street factory for the first 
recorded historic journey of fifteen 
miles to his large home ‘Brae Cottage’ 
in fashionable Legh Road. Knutsford. 


Change of Editor 


Last November on his way to the All 
British Day in Canberra with the 
A.C.T. Branch, David Neely took the 
opportunity to visit and spend time 
with our PRAECLARUM Editor Martin 
Bennett in order to gain some insight 
into the production programme used 
to create our wonderful magazine. 
David takes over as Editor in June 
this year. Martin has been at the helm 
now for an astonishing period and is 
now in his twenty first year as Editor. 


Quite an outstanding achievement! 


New Events Co-ordinator 


In response to my appeal for a vol- 
unteer in the last issue of 
PRAECLARUMfor an ‘Australia-wide 
events co-ordinator’, I am delighted to 
report that Club stalwart John Begg 
has volunteered to do this important 
job. (Could Branch newsletter Editors 
please put John on their mailing lists.) 
By listing all events Australia-wide in 
PRAECLARUM I hope that we can en- 
courage many more members to visit 
interstate Branch meetings, technical 


seminars and outings. 


2004 Federal Rally 


It is hard to believe that the 
Victorian Branch-hosted Federal Rally 
in Melbourne is nearly upon us. 
Branch President Eric Henderson has 
been working hard organising this 
rally for years. They are expecting a 
record number of members to attend, 
driving their Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
motor cars. We are privileged to have 


about 95 overseas visitors with 40 


overseas cars. This Rally will be the 
largest gathering of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley vehicles ever in Australia! 
This therefore makes it the largest 
gathering of our vehicles in the 
Southern Hemisphere. Apart from 
everything else, I look forward to the 
Sunday Concours with the magnifi- 
cent display of all our wonderful cars, 
and then the announcement at the 
evening dinner of all the winning cars 
and then the Overall Concours win- 
ner. I know how hard the Federal 
Judge and his team would have 
worked to establish these results. It 
will be a most exciting and interesting 
Rally. 

I do look forward to meeting all our 
members at the Federal Rally in 
Melbourne in March, part of the 
Centennial World Tour. I especially 
encourage everybody to join in wel- 
coming all our overseas visitors in the 


interesting cars they are driving. 


Branch visits 


As part of my aim to visit each 
Branch during my term in office, I 
also attended the All British Day with 
our A.C.T. Branch. This was preceded 
the night before by a most enjoyable 
Branch barbecue in the home of 
A.C.T. Branch President Alastair 
Kinloch. 


Eric Rainsford 


I was deeply saddened to learn of 
the passing of Honorary Life Member. 
Past Federal President, Past South 
Australian Branch President Branch 
luminary Eric Rainsford. I extend to 
Beryl our sincere condolences and will 
always remember their home hospital- 
ity in Adelaide and their company on 
extended Club tours. Eric’s collection 
of cars and especially his restoration 
of Silver Ghosts were a feat not often 


attained. 


Yours in motoring. 


Bryan Inder 
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Main picture: the author's 1953 Bentley R-type (B25!SP) at ‘home’ in Gerrards Cross, Buckinghamshire, newly arrived from Paddon 
Bros. in 1967. Inset: the 1923 20 Horsepower (69H8), crossing the sands to Southeast Point, Victona, 1931 or '32. 


The Bentley and The Twenty 


BY JOHN FLOCKART (TAS.) 


John Flockart contributed this article in the hope 
that “there are other members out there who 
enjoy a little nostalgia since the demise of the real 


Rolls-Royce”. His article is presented in two parts. 


The thought has been in mind that 
an article on my Bentley rebuild might 
be of interest — specifically my 1953 
R-type Standard Saloon, B251SP. 

The Bentley had spent some twenty 
years in the workshop. With a dead 
engine it was pushed up the ramps 
into the shed by the tractor in 1975. 

Two years later the overhaul start- 
ed. In 2000 it backed out again under 
its own steam. One friend said he 
never expected to see it reappear in 
one piece. Another said he thought 
this restoration business was a trap — 
started with great enthusiasm and 
dropped when the interest dies, an in- 
teresting project is then lost. I agree 
with both of these comments. There 
were times when I left the Bentley and 
drifted on to something else. But I al- 
ways came back. Likewise there were 
times when I wondered why I ever 
started this project. But even in mo- 
ments of despair I still wanted to do it, 
and felt driven to finish what I had 
started. Whence stems this insistent 
urge which says get cracking and 
stick with it? 


So I have decided to start where the 
Rolls-Royce obsession all began which 
takes us back to 1930. I realize that I 
have always had a keen interest in 
mechanical things from a very early 
age, though childhood memories are 
mostly very hazy. But remarkably, one 
early memory, though not complete, 
remains crystal clear. In 1930 my 
father bought a secondhand Rolls- 
Royce, a Twenty Horsepower, 69-H-8, 
with a Waring Bros tourer body built 
in 1923. I was born in 1928, so this 
story is the memory of a two-year-old. 

So, on this particular afternoon 
little Johnnie was standing at the din- 
ing room window, a window with a low 
sill, giving a toddler a superb view of 
the entrance and driveway of our 
Melbourne home. Eventually I ended 
up calling to the world in general, 
“Daddy’s home, but Daddy’s not in 
Daddy's car, the policeman will come 
and lock Daddy up for not having 
Daddy’s car” — well words to that 
effect. The next few moments were 
crowded. My mother appeared seem- 
ingly from nowhere and scolded, “Stop 
talking nonsense”, and whisked me 
out of the room. We went so fast my 
feet never ever touched the ground. 
Through the pantry, the kitchen, 
across the back porch, and down the 
long drive that ran beside the house to 
the front gate. I was lifted up over the 


high running board and thrust up on 
to the front seat. My mother followed, 
and once I was settled on her knee, we 
went for a demonstration run in the 
new car. What my parents talked 
about I have no idea. I was absorbed 
in a totally new field. I was vastly im- 
pressed. The dashboard was full of 
‘clocks’, from one side to the other. I 
knew dashboards had ‘clocks’, but not 
in vast numbers like this. As we 
backed out and moved off up the hill 
in front of our home I noticed the 
gears sang with a musical whine, in- 
stead of the usual heavy grind of 
straight cut gears. Once on the main 
road I noticed the amazing quietness, 
only the hiss of the unsilenced air in- 
take intruding. And there the memory 
stops. I know from future occasions 
where we went. A regular test route. 
Rolls-Royce addiction started for me 
at a very early age. 

Ultimately in a family car re-shuffle 
the Rolls became my mother’s car. 
This suited her well enough. The orig- 
inal owner, a Mr Fria Dale, of Toorak, 
was obviously a man of short stature. 
The driving seat, tailor made to suit 
his needs, equally suited my mother. 
Many family friends felt the purchase 
of a Rolls-Royce, albeit old, was just 
an exercise in snobbery. Not so. My 
father was a qualified engineer in both 
mechanical and electrical engineering. 
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Above: 69H8 in 1948 — peacetime family use again, and right with Balwyn the 
family guard dog! The tourer coachwork is by Waring Bros. of Melbourne. 


His hobby was the home workshop 
and he was a superb model engineer. 
This interest must have started during 
his teenage years. I have here the 
bound copies of The Model Engineer he 
collected during the years 1907 to 
1910. As a perfectionist owning a 
Rolls-Royce fulfilled the ambition to 
own the finest in automotive engineer- 
ing. He was proud and pleased with 
his purchase of a one owner, meticu- 
lously maintained car. It gave him 
great pleasure to be able to cosset this 
treasure and maintain its perfect 
mechanical condition. 

In my Mother's hands as a family 
car | travelled frequently as a passen- 
ger. It really was a family workhorse 
and seldom spent a day in the garage. 
A very different style of use I under- 
stand from that of the previous owner. 
Mr Dale was a keen long distance 
weekend motorist. 
Adelaide, Sydney, 
Melbourne to Canberra were the type 
of trips he chose. Over the highways, 
mostly unsealed. of the 1920s, I think 
the car must have taken quite a high- 
speed pounding. 90.000 miles 
recreational motoring would indicate 
he was not accustomed to hanging 
about. 

In our family the Rolls may have 
missed out on its high-speed jaunts, 
but in continual use in and around 
Melbourne the probable total mileage 
would now be 300,000. In the late 
1930s it was treated to new paint- 
work, upholstery refurbishment, and 


Melbourne to 
Melbourne to 


a new hood. At this stage new rings 
and big-ends were fitted to the engine. 
The Second World War saw the car 
mothballed in favour of a smaller car. 
Its use was retained however for fam- 
ily holidays in the country or at the 
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seaside. It is amazing how much lug- 
gage of family impedimenta can be 
stowed in a touring car with the hood 
up and the side curtains erected. For 
these occasions a few precious petrol 
coupons were spared for the Rolls. By 
this time I was not only champion of 
the Rolls (regarded by my schoolmates 
as ridiculously old fashioned) but also 
guardian of its wellbeing. I was proud 
of this rdle, particularly during school 
holidays. 

On one occasion returning to 
Melbourne from a country holiday, my 
mother said quite out of the blue, 
“Would you like drive?”. What reverie I 
was indulging in was instantly shat- 
tered. Oh yes, I would like to drive — 
what boy wouldn’t? — but I am years 
below driving age, and Father's pre- 
cious Rolls? Finally. “You mean me 
drive now?”. 

“Yes, the day is perfect. a good road, 
no traffic, and petrol in the tank”. 
“Well yes. but what is Dad going to 
say?” 

“Are you going to tell Dad?”. 

“NO!" 

“Well I’m not. Here is an opportunity, 
would you like to have a go?” 


1995; ‘They also serve who only stand and wait’ 


same today, but we find it still runs. 


Pause, “Yes please”. O.K., stop the 
car, troops dismount, (dog included) 
for a complete cabinet re-shuffle. 
Johnnie in the driving seat and 
Mother alongside. I was terribly ham- 


fisted and I recall some suitable com- 
ments from my younger brother and 
sister. All in all a passable first at- 
tempt. No stalling on take-off, and 
with Mother calling the shots we 
moved from first gear to second gear, 
then second to top gear reasonably 
smoothly with no crunching teeth on 
teeth. That was the first of many wel- 
comed opportunities to try my hand at 
the wheel. I learnt to make quiet up- 
ward changes on Mr Royce’s 3-speed 
‘box, but the fine-pitched gear teeth 
that give the quiet running to the in- 
termediates give no latitude on mesh- 
ing speeds. To change down from top 
gear to second came painfully many 
years later. This reflects very much 
the character of the car. Once rolling 
and into top gear, the Rolls simply 
rolls on, as it were, quietly and effort- 
lessly, always your obedient servant. 
We spent the summer holiday as 
usual in 1944 at a little country cot- 
tage at Macedon. Whilst there a mys- 


— Keats. A rather dirty engine, still much the 
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69H8 in 1970: washed and 
polished beautifully. 


tery periodic illness which baffled the 
doctors of the day struck my mother 
severely. This left her scarcely able to 
move from her bed. My father was due 
to arrive by train from Melbourne to 
spend the weekend with us. As the 
arrival time approached, Mother said, 
“Take the Rolls and go and meet your 
Father”. I was most reluctant but she 
insisted. Your father will be tired at 
the end of the week, the last thing he 
needs is the two mile walk from the 
station. So I went. First run solo, no 
license, no insurance, and in the dark 
at that. 

Yes, I was nervous. I knew all the 
starting and driving routines by then 
but I was very nervous at being on my 
own. The main road seemed deserted 
and I had this to myself for the short 
distance I had to travel along it. Once 
on the side roads with all the controls 
adjusted for normal working tempera- 
ture, I relaxed and savoured the occa- 
sion. The lights were plenty bright 
enough for the leisurely pace over the 
deserted dirt roads. I was in a world of 
my own, in fact, I was up there with 
the stars on a totally different plane. 
That night a dedicated motorist was 
born for all time. The station appeared 
all too soon, for like Eliza, I could have 
danced all night. I was ahead of the 
train and surprised my father on the 
platform. There was no outburst of 
wrath when I explained I had brought 
the car to meet him, which sealed a 
very special occasion. 

With the close of World War II life 
gradually returned to a peacetime 


cleaned with its by now ragged hood folded out of sight. The radiator still 
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footing. Bit by bit the Rolls returned to 
its earlier réle as family hack. It con- 
tinued on for years. Early in the 
1960s, long after I had left home, my 
father bought a modern small car and 
retired the Rolls. He was always a lit- 
tle evasive over this change, and 
spoke from time to time of one day 
getting the Rolls going again. 

After he died in 1970, the need 
arose to move the Rolls as part of the 
massive clean up of his country home. 
My sister suggested bringing it to her 
home. Nice answer, but the two homes 
were still 30 or 40 miles apart. How to 
move the car? On the end of a tow 
rope? Not over that distance. Hire a 
trailer and tow the car behind the 
Bentley? Best idea was to drive the 
Rolls. A somewhat daring notion with 
ten years idleness behind it. But it 
still carried current registration so we 
opted for simplicity. 

A fresh battery, some petrol in the 
tank, and a bowl full of lighter fluid for 
the carburetter, and we looked set to 
go. The actual start up was quite easy, 
so once started I set off for my sister’s 
place. I chose to use the minor roads 
rather than the major highways. This 
gave the shortest distance and, I 
hoped, traffic free roads. Once started 
I found the reasons for retirement, the 
foot brake worked with the noise of a 
large coffee grinder, and the engine 
noise which I thought to be only a tap- 
pet, under load became the unmistak- 
able thump of a bearing. 

I continued at a steady pace using 
a light throttle opening, and braking 
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using the handbrake only. Traffic was 
minimal, those cars I did meet gave 
me a wide berth, due I guess to the 
flapping remnants of the hood above 
and behind me. Despite the anxiety of 
wondering how long I would stay mob- 
ile, the return to vintage motoring was 
a huge delight. 

I arrived at my sister’s house in 
good time with no hold-ups. But the 
Rolls was tired and on turning into 
the driveway gave a polite cough and 
stalled. It refused to restart until it 
had been allowed a rest. Not ideal 
motoring, but despite the passage of 
the years I found the old magic still 
there. 

With this background my enthusi- 
asm for the post-war R-R programme 
announced in 1946 can be no sur- 
prise. Especially the Bentley Mk VI, 
the complete car by R-R, a modern 
specification, designed for the owner- 
driver, fully equipped to provide com- 
fort for four people. 

At that time I was a student at an 
agricultural college. Like many other 
lads I had changing wild enthusiasms 
for the new cars gradually appearing 
on the market. But my interest always 
returned to the Mk VI. 

In 1961 I married a very attractive 
English girl. In 1967 we planned a trip 
to England to stay with her family. 
Having thoroughly researched the 
idea, I was determined to buy a Mk VI 
in London and ship it home to 
Tasmania. Compelling reasons, the 
landed cost here would represent a 
considerable saving on purchasing a 
local car, and the market choice would 
be greater. Perhaps most importantly, 
this plan was just within my means. 

Now when does anything go just as 
simply as that? In the event J did not 
know where to start. I spotted a Mk VI 
looking resplendent in bright new 
paint, even though a little out of place, 
on a used car lot near where we were 
staying. A careful inspection high- 
lighted the need for help if I was to 
find what I wanted in a short three 
months. So I ‘phoned Conduit Street, 
the courteous’ greeting rather 
astounding me. We had a pleasant 
discussion during which the gentle- 
man on the ‘phone explained the 
problem with finding a good Mk VI 
was to find one without severe body 
rust. Finally he gave me the number of 
Paddon Bros., suggesting I ask for 
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Commander Keller. 

The R.R.E.C. Bulletin two or three 
years ago published a number of art- 
icles by people who had known or had 
dealings with Paddon Bros. I was in- 
trigued; I thought my experience of 
Paddon Bros. was unique. The articles 
awakened many memories. 

I did as suggested and contacted 
Hugh Keller. “Oh. my dear Sir. most 
Mk VIs are so rusty. But we do have a 
manual R-type which might interest 
you”. I was then directed to take the 
Tube to Knightsbridge, walk towards 
Harrods, cross the road, take the next 
street on the right, and so to Cheval 
Place. I walked half the length of 
Cheval Place savouring the Edwardian 
atmosphere of coach-houses and 
stables. 

At this stage I was convinced that I 
was somehow in the wrong road. I was 
about to turn back when a 20 h.p. 
doctor's coupé nosed out into the 
roadway from the very end of the 
street. This car delighted me; not con- 
cours, but very presentable with a pol- 
ished aluminium body and black top. 
It went by me in decorous silence, just 
a faint ‘putt putt’ from the exhaust. No 
longer in any doubt I continued to the 
end of the road. 

There I found a laneway somewhat 
enclosed by a high brick wall on one 
side and the wall of a building on the 
other. At the inner end a brick arch- 
way carried the sign Paddon Bros. The 
courtyard to which the 
laneway gave access hardly seemed a 


circular 


motor trader’s premises. The extra- 
ordinary mezzanine floor and the 
domed glass roof above was quite 
breathtaking. Notes of hope were two 
old tyres and a forlorn part-stripped 
B.60 engine propped against one wall. 
A sign saying ‘Office’ and pointing up- 
wards directed me to a narrow, well- 
worn wooden stairway. 

lintroduced myself and found I was 
talking to Captain Moore and his sec- 
retary. The Commander had just 
slipped out for a moment — would I 
take a seat meanwhile? We chattered 
very pleasantly for a quarter of an 
hour or so, but never a mention of 
motor cars. When the Commander 
arrived, introductions complete, he 
announced to the assembled company 
“Mr Flockart has come to see the red 
Bentley”. So he and I returned to 
ground level when it was explained 
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B251SP. Gerrards Cross, 1967. Jayne thought the registration number suggested ‘Petula’. 


that the Bentley was housed in a 
nearby car park. “However, it is only a 
few minutes away if we take the short 
cut through the back”. 

We crossed the courtyard and con- 
tinued down the lane till confronted 
by the junction of two paling fences. 
Progress was resumed by pulling 
apart two loose palings and climbing 
through the gap. This gave entry to a 
very large levelled site; I guess recla- 
mation of a bomb-damaged area. We 
crossed this site till stopped by anoth- 
er paling fence. A short diversion fol- 
lowed, to find more loose palings. 
Finally we reached the rear of a multi- 
storey office block. The basement 
comprised an extensive car park. We 
entered from the rear via the fire door 
exit. 


One old warrior helping another. B25! SP transporting 


By this time I had found my com- 
panion was a fellow R-R Twenty 
enthusiast, so R-R talk dominated our 
walk. We searched for the Bentley for 
which the Commander basically knew 
the location. A towering Phantom V 
Park Ward limousine finished in green 
and black proved the beacon to aim 
for. 

I had been told the Bentley was 
being presented very much on an ‘as 
is’ basis. It was sound but not perfect. 
It came into view quite suddenly, cow- 
ering, if you can imagine such a thing, 
beneath the august presence of the 
Phantom V. Hugh explained they had 
taken the R-type in part exchange on 
an Sl. Hugh had delivered the S1 to 
the new owner in the West Country 
and returned in the R-type. This was 


69HB8 from Burnie to Hobart, 1970. 


some ten days earlier, the Bentley 
being locked up in the car park at the 
end of a long day and not looked at 
since. 

The picture fitted perfectly. Blowing 
off the dust and climbing aboard I was 
a little disconcerted to find that the 
passenger door opened and closed 
stiffly and with considerable grating. 
The problem was a damaged lower 
hinge mounting. So we went for a test 
drive in and around the back streets, 
finally ending up in Hyde Park, or was 
it Kensington Gardens? Hardly an 
ideal run for assessing the merits of a 
potentially high-speed car. Still, I was 
able to try all the gears, the brakes, 
get the feel of the steering, savour the 
delightful gear change, and discover 
how the Bentley could tuck in its el- 
bows in some of those very narrow 
streets. I waited for the scrunch of 
metal a few times. It never came. I also 
had a very convincing demonstration 
of what can be done turning a big car 
when you have easy steering and a 
generous steering lock. We had of 
course taken a wrong turning and 
ended in a cul de sac. 

Returned to Cheval Place, surprise, 
surprise, another vehicle had ap- 
peared in the courtyard. There fol- 
lowed a minute inspection of the 
Bentley and much talking. Finally a 
discussion of the essential repairs 
needed if I was going to take the car, 
the costs and the time-frame involved. 
Hugh quickly ‘phoned round and had 
all the information before me within 
about fifteen minutes. From here an 
arrangement to purchase after repairs 
had been completed was quickly sort- 
ed out. 


After a period of disuse, outside again at last. The author and son David with B251SP Novernber 2000. 
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Despite the difficulty and expense 
of obtaining short term insurance [| 
kept the car registered for the remain- 
der of our stay. This gave the chance 
to assess the car and decide whether 
to resell or ship the red Bentley to 
Australia. In arranging this latter 
operation Hugh Keller’s help was in- 
valuable. Strange, that in buying a car 
I made a lifelong friend. I only had one 
opportunity of meeting Hugh after 
this, but we kept in touch in a spas- 
modic correspondence up until he 
died a few years ago. 

Landed in Hobart many weeks 
later, I looked forward to the joy of get- 
ting the Bentley on the road. Sadly 
there were a number of teething trou- 
bles due to the long period at sea in 
varying climates. Most were simply 
cured. The big disappointment was 
the cooling system, and I was the fool 
responsible. When using the car in 
England I noticed the cooling system 
appeared to contain some form of liq- 
uid mud. I decided there was no need 
for concern as the system would have 
to be drained for shipping, in the 
meantime there was no sign of over- 
heating. 

Stupid boy, Pike. Such stupid, 
stupid, thinking. In the event the 
liquid drained out, while most of the 
mud and residue stayed distributed 
throughout the system. By the time 
the car was landed here this witch’s 
brew had set like cement. The radiator 
was removed for cleaning a number of 
times. Finally the motor firm in charge 
of the work realized the extent of the 
trouble and flushed out the head and 
block. This worked well for two years 
when overheating recurred. Again an- 
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other radiator clean, the head and 
block I tackled myself. I removed the 
head and using a number of wires, 
probes, scrapers, and home made 
scoops and grabs manually scraped 
the head and block clean. To assist, I 
flushed through periodically with a 
high-pressure jet. The amount of 
residue removed was staggering, the 
mess I made was also quite a sight, 
but success at last. 

There was another surprise which 
popped up during those first two 
years. Once running nicely I decided 
the rusty parts round the body ex- 
tremities should be tackled. Here a 
number of recommendations lead me 
to a panelbeater who worked mostly 
from his large home workshop, and 
was more interested in restoration 
than modern dent removal. In this 
choice I was most fortunate. Having 
started, my expert, Jack, removed the 
rear wheels to obtain better access to 
inside the ‘guards. This revealed a 
sorry sight, and generated a serious 
council of war. The inner panels to the 
rear wheel arches were a lacework of 
crumbling rust. Having looked to- 
gether we discovered the rear body 
mounts carried no weight, the boot 
floor resting on the petrol tank sup- 
porting the rear of the body on the 
chassis. 

Finally Jack said he could repair 
the damage, but could give no promise 
on how long it would take, or what it 
would cost, other than the barest out- 
line. I agreed we should go ahead, and 
many weeks and many dollars later, 
the car rolled out of his shed sparkling 
like a new pin. Jt was not just the rear 
end Jack worked on so meticulously. 
He looked for rust in every gap and 
crevice he could find before he re- 
turned the car to me, satisfied it was 
rust free. 

Naturally any cost advantage ob- 
tained by buying in England and ship- 
ping to Australia had long gone. But 
by this time it no longer seemed im- 
portant, I had a car I really liked, that 
was in good condition, had sound 
bodywork, and which I was proud to 
drive anywhere. So I went on to use it 
as an everyday car for several years 
and was extremely happy to be able to 
do so. When and wherever just touch 
the button and go. Perfect. 


To be concluded next issue 
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1919 Australian Six owned by John Cook of Sydney. The Rolls-Royce radiator shape is unmistakable, and could have brought trouble to its 


short-lived maker from Rolls-Royce Ltd, who registered their radiator shape as a trademark Photo by the owner. 


In the Rolls-Royce image 


A look at some of the firms that attempted to trade on the classical Rolls-Royce image. 


BY IAN IRWIN (A.C.T.) © 2003 


1910 Silver Ghost owner and Silver Ghosts in 
Australia and New Zealand author Jan Irwin has 
amassed a considerable collection of pictures of 
cars bearing radiators similar to that made famous 
by Rolls-Royce. Of necessity, this article shows only 
a small number from that collection. 


As almost everyone knows today, 
the brand name of Rolls-Royce and its 
associated company logo, along with 
the classical shape of the Rolls-Royce 
radiator and the renowned Spirit of 
Ecstasy mascot have all become glob- 
al symbols of excellence. They are 
quite appropriately jealously guarded 
and legally protected in the competi- 
tive world in which we live, but yet, 
Many have attempted to trade on the 
Success of Rolls-Royce. 

Those who have studied the pre- 
Silver Ghost cars will be aware that 
the first two Rolls-Royce cars, chassis 
20150 and 20151, carried radiators 
with the shape inherited from the 
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earlier Royce cars. Why the radiator 
shape was changed we may never 
know, but this design change yielded 
what is almost certainly the world’s 
single most significant symbolic icon. 

While many may well have believed 
that Henry Royce actually invented 
this radiator shape, history has 
proven otherwise. It had already been 
used by other makes of cars well be- 
fore its adoption by Rolls-Royce. Cars 
such as the Alldays adopted the style 
early on, and by 1912 an Alldays radi- 
ator was, to the casual observer, al- 
most indistinguishable from that of a 
Rolls-Royce. 

In 1902, the year before the form- 
ation of the Ford Motor Company, 
Henry Ford designed and built two 
highly successful racing cars, ‘999’ 
and ‘The Arrow.’ The famous ‘999’ 
survives in the Henry Ford Museum in 
Dearborn, Michigan. Designated 999 
after the New York Central Railroad 
express locomotive of the period, this 


historic racing car won every match- 
race and competition it entered. The 
mammoth Ford had a 7.25" x 7" bore 
and stroke engine of 1,155.3 cubic 
inches. Although not fitted today with 
its original radiator, it is clear from 
photographs that this car carried the 
style of radiator later used by Rolls- 
Royce. 

Rolls-Royce, however, was the first 
to regard the radiator shape as a 
trademark, and to register it as such. 

The Sizaire-Freres and Sizaire- 
Berwick cars were amongst the first to 
attempt to cash in, commencing be- 
fore the Great War. After a brief legal 
battle with Rolls-Royce, they were 
forced to modify their radiator shape 
to avoid further legal hassles. 

Numerous manufacturers of cars 
produced models, in the 1920s in par- 
ticular, with radiators which were bla- 
tantly (I nearly said patently!) copied 
from the style of Rolls-Royce. Despite 
their legal dispute. Sizaire-Berwick 
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1919 Secqueville-Hoyau, with its distinctly Rolls-royce-like radiator. This firm made no bones about its radiator, describing it as a ‘high “Rolls” type’. 


persisted after the Great War with the 
same general shape of radiator, but 
while the view from the front was still 
very much in the image of the Rolls- 
Royce, the side profile showed the 
had a_ gentle 
Sizaire-Berwick also tempted fate with 


radiator ‘V-shape. 
their logo, with the entwined initials 
‘S’ and ‘B’ and the names of Sizaire 
along the top and Berwick along the 
bottom. Doubtless the legal fraternity 
at Derby were very annoyed. 

But there were others too. In 1920, 
the Secqueville-Hoyau car made its 
debut at the Olympia Motor Show. As 
if copying the radiator image was not 
going far enough, the brochures and 
advertisements by this London com- 
pany described the car’s cooling sys- 
tem as being of “Thermo-syphon; 
honeycomb radiator; high ‘Rolls’ type”. 

The Wolverhampton firm of Guy 
Motors Ltd, in introducing their post- 
War 8 cylinder 48 h.p. Guy at Stand 


34 of the Olympia Motor Show, also 
used the classical Greek Parthenon 
style of radiator. The 11.9 h.p. Albert 
made by the Albert Works, Vauxhall, 
London did likewise, but stretched the 
height of the radiator a little. The 
Meteorite of Shepherd’s Bush, and the 
Varley Woods of Regent Street, 
London, also came on strong with the 
same style of radiator, the former with 
a chunky form, for the size of the car, 
but the latter being very Rolls-Royce- 
like. This car’s emblem was similar to 
that of Rolls-Royce {and Sizaire- 
Berwick), but the brand name was in 
a script. Earlier, the Straker-Squire 
car had also transgressed in this re- 
gard. 

While the Sizaire-Berwick and the 
Secqueville-Hoyau both had the flat 
section on the top for the radiator cap, 
the others were a little more discreet 
with the angled flat top sections of the 
radiator meeting at an apex in the 


The Eric Campbell light car. Whether it had “a high power to weight ratio” as claimed by its maker is not 
known, but its rather Rolls-Royce-like radiator is far more obvious. 


centre. 

Unable to get a berth at the first 
Post-War London motor show, the 
1919 Olympia, the 
Engineering Co. of Willesden Junction 
12-20 hp. 
Launceston Four-Seater at the Atom 


Launceston 
displayed its new 


Motor Company’s premises in St 
James’s Street, London. This car was 
to feature a scaled down version of the 
Post-War Sizaire-Berwick radiator, as 
did the 11.9 h.p. Zephyr, by James, 
Talbot, Davidson Ltd of Lowestoft. The 
Zephyr was billed as “The simplified 
car of no trouble-and no regrets”. The 
Zephyr’s radiator was very pointed in 
the middle where the badge was 
mounted. The Coventry-manufac- 
tured Swift 12 h.p. with its famous 
cloverleaf badge also now had adopted 
the Parthenon concept of radiator. All 
of these had the flat top section akin 
to that of Rolls-Royce. 

Other marques also copied the rad- 
iator. These included the Stafford, 
Bignan, Alsace, Huffman, perhaps the 
Lanchester and most certainly the 
Eric Campbell Light Car (pictured 
left). Take a look also at the brass era 
Ford Model ‘T’ radiator and you will 
see that there are many similarities 
there also (though, as we have seen, 
Ford could claim prior use). 

In 1920, with obviously no serious 
action, or certainly no success by 
Rolls-Royce in preventing this out- 
break, the new Eric Campbell Light 
Car of 10.5 h.p. cashed in with its 
launch. The Albert continued as did 
the Varley Woods and the Zephyr. The 
Stafford and the Huffman cars enter- 
ed the field as well. 

Across the Atlantic, many manu- 
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A 12 hp. Swift tourer. despite some departures in its proportions, the radiator 


nevertheless brings to mind that of the Rolls-Royce. 


facturers saw some opportunity too, 
to get onto the bandwagon. These in- 
cluded the popular Essex Four and 
the Essex Super Six, the up-market 
McFarlane, the Moon from 1918, and 
the Roamer Six from 1916. Of these, 
the Roamer Six made by the Barley 
Motor Car Co. of Kalamazoo, Mich- 
igan, was the one which suffered the 
most wrath, for the car itself was con- 
structed in the manner of the great 
cars, and was almost certainly intend- 
ed to be a Rolls-Royce look-alike. 

The Italian Fiats, which for so long 
retained the rounded style of radiator, 
by the mid-1920s had moved to a new 
style very like the Rolls-Royce. The 
O.M.. Diatto and the lesser-known 
Tau, also from Italy, now had similar 
radiators, possibly influenced by the 
popularity of the style. 

In Australia, the locally made 
Australian Six car was also converted 
from the 1918 pre-production style 
with a rounded shell, to one which 
was a distinct copy of the Rolls-Royce 
style of radiator almost from the out- 
set of production. This radiator re- 
mained virtually unchanged until the 
demise of the car in the mid-1920s, 
unable to compete with the growing 
numbers of imports. Similarly, there 
was a badge-engineered Ford Model ‘T’ 
marketed in Australia as the Renown, 
and it too had a distinctly Rolls-Royce 
style of radiator. 

Then there were the industry ad- 
vertisements that chose to place their 
products on cars in a upper-class 
social context. Invariably makes of 
motor spirits and many tyre manufac- 
turers used sketches of cars intended 
to simulate the Rolls-Royce. Large 
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Sizaire Berwick was a firm which conspicuously copied the Rolls-Royce 
radiator shape, and even aped the famous radiator badge. 


powerful cars were shown with a full 
party on board. Smooth motoring was 
portrayed as enjoyment of recreation 
at its best. 

For those who were a little intimi- 
dated by the possibilities that were 
posed by patent legislation. there still 
seemed to be the opportunity to com- 
pare their products with those of the 
Rolls-Royce company. The Vermorel, a 
French light car made in Lyons, used 


1912 Alldays 30/35 hp. - 


the advertising gimmick, “The Rolls 
Royce of Small Cars” (without the 
hyphen) from as early as 1910, and 
continued to do so until the outset of 
the Great War. 

The Italian SCAT cars were similar- 
ly described in the Australian press as 
“The Rolls Royce Car in Europe”, again 
without the hyphen. 

Another early Australian attempt to 
align a popular product with the ex- 


there's that radiator shape again! 


cellence of the Rolls-Royce was John 
Wieneke’s saddlery business of 371 
George St., Sydney. Wieneke produced 
his “World Famous Wieneke Cattle 
King Poley” station saddle, which his 
advertising described as having an 
“extra strong steel chassis, hand- 
made body, soft seat, shock absorbers 
front and back and well shaped 
bumper bars ... in fact The Rider’s Rolls 
once again without the 
hyphen. One wonders just how Henry 
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Royce ... 


Royce would have cringed at 
Wieneke’s follow-up comment: “The 
Straight Eight of Saddles”. 

Set against an illustration of an 
elegant family dining setting, an ad- 
vertisement in The Motor in Australia 
of 1 March 1922 begins “Now for the 
New Rolls”. One could be forgiven for 
assuming that being in such a jour- 
nal, this was an advertisement for the 
new Rolls-Royce, but that was not the 
case. It was a very cunning piece of 
work by the marketing agents of the 
Beale pianola extolling the virtues of 
the Beale & Co. Ltd pianola and the 
new pianola rolls as a focus for an en- 
joyable evening at home. 

Away back in 1910, Rolls-Royce 
produced a small brochure which was 
given away at the Olympia Motor 
Show of that year, entitled ‘Rolls- 
Royce-ing’. This delightful piece of 
ephemera actually discusses “the verb 
to Rolls-Royce”, It states that it means 
“to travel on a car which is the acme of 
sweetness in running, and the perfec- 
tion of luxurious motion on the King’s 
Highway”. 

Two years later at Olympia, the 
similar small brochure cited an in- 
stance, factual or otherwise, of a per- 
son referring to a pianola instrument 
and saying “This, you know, is the 
ROLLS-ROYCE of mechanical pianola 
players”. It seemed that in those 
times, the Company was pleased to 
have introduced the verb “to Rolls- 
Royce” into the English language. 

Rolls-Royce clearly knew back then 
that their products had set a standard 
of excellence that would become a 
standard for all cars and other high 
quality products. 

Rolls-Royce media advertisements 
also began to recognise the power of 
the synonym. Their advertisement in 
The Motor of 14 January 1920 listed 
nine automotive journalists’ com- 
ments on the new Rolls-Royce cars at 


4228 


PRA-CLARVM 


A 


THE (SIGN 
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RADIATOR 


An 11.9 hp. Albert. The radiator is Rolls-Royce-like and the badge thereon has the distinctive shape and 


proportions that we associate with Rolls-Royce. 


the Olympia Motor Show of 1919. 
While all were of course glowing, sev- 
eral referred to the fact that Rolls- 
Royce was then a symbol of, and a 
synonym for, excellence. Quoting The 
Western Mail of 8 November 1919, the 
advert said “Amongst motor cars of all 
nationalities, Rolls-Royce HOLDS 


PRIDE OF PLACE by virtue of its repu- 
tation. To have become a SYNONYM 
FOR EXCELLENCE is a great achieve- 
ment”. 

Not only was the radiator copied, 
but in the early years after the Great 
War there appeared a proliferation of 
radiator mascots sold as proprietary 


Some companies sought to associate their products with Rolls-Royce quality. Champion spark plugs really 
were recommended by Rolls-Royce, so the implied association was quite real in this instance. 
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A Brillant Success ! 
The Light Car 
of the World 


Possessing all the advantages 
of the Heavy Car, with the low 
running costs of the Light Car. 


GUARANTEED 


| All Steel Chassis 


Every Bracket stamped from 
——28/32-ton tensile steel—— 


Tre Resutt—an impregnable 
car of proved durability efficiency 
‘and strength. 


H. S. MOTORS, Ltp 


Sole Concessionnaires © 6; Warwick S‘ Regent S*,W.2. 


As well as its Rolls-Royce-like radiator shape, the Varley-Woods' badge appeared 
to be similarly inspired, perhaps even bringing to mind that of a later VW car! 


items by accessory houses. Some of 
these were close copies of the Rolls- 
royce Spirit of Ecstasy. Two examples 
were the Speed Nymph and the Hello 
Nymph manufactured by the North 
London Carrying Company Ltd. The 


former particularly emulated the body 
pose of the Flying Lady sans the 
wings, but with the arms outstretched 
behind. 

In 1925 an Australian Rolls-Royce 
agency advertisement by Dalgety and 


Co. in the large circulation magazine 
Motor Life stated: 

“WHAT THE JUDGE SAID 

“In the United States District Court 
at New Jersey on October 6th 1924 
during proceedings arising out of the 
unauthorised use of the term ‘Rolls- 
Royce’, the Rolls-Royce Company is a 
company which has occupied its pre- 
eminence by reason of its product, and 
the name attached thereto is one that 
is perhaps as far out of the ordinary 
name as is the product itself out of the 
ordinary automobile product. 

“They have, by reason of their 
brains and skill, gained _for themselves 
a tremendous eminence in the mech- 
anical world.” 

Continuing the earlier British 
theme, Rolls-Royce Ltd’s February 
21st, 1928 advertisement in The Motor 
was entirely focused on an extract 
from the Evening News of February 
6th of that year, stating “In the world 
of motoring Rolls-Royce cars stand 
upon a pedestal of their own. So _fam- 
ous has the car become, indeed, as an 
example of all that is good and reliable, 
that the name Rolls-Royce has become 
a synonym”. 

Indeed while all the copying was 
clearly flattering to Rolls-Royce, the 
age-old adage asserting imitation to be 
the sincerest form of flattery held no 
sway with the Company’s lawyers. 
They were clearly less than impressed 
and had a duty to protect the integrity 
of the Rolls-Royce product. rg 


Below; some makers — not necessarily of motor cars — without actually copying the Rolls-Royce radiator or badge, nevertheless aitempted to ride the back of 
Rolls-Royce Ltd's image. Here, the Vermorel is claimed to be “the Rolls Royce (sic) of Small Cars”’ 


The Rolls Royce 
of Small Cars. 


—Pall Mall Gazetie. 


ae 
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subsequently been a number of repeat orders. 
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The Pyms Lane main entrance to the Crewe factory in 197! with a line-up of eight Silver Shadows built for the Peninsular Hotel in Hong Kong. There have 


The Rolls-Royce & Bentley Crewe Factory 
An insider's view, 1964-71 


BY LLOYD POULTON (UK.,) 


Précis of a talk given to the N.S.W. Branch 
General Meeting, Sydney, August 20th, 2003 


I was asked to give a talk to the 
Club when Jeanne Eve heard of my 
connection with the Rolls-Royce Car 
Division. Actually she really com- 
manded me to attend and talk to you! 

I was at the Crewe factory from 
1964 to 1971 and, for the last three 
and a half years, I was in charge of all 
production and was on the Board. 
But, first of all. some back history of 
the site. 

The factory was established about 
1939 to make aero engines. Hitherto, 
Derby made all the aero engines as 
well as the cars but it was realised 
that, if war came, the Rolls-Royce 
Merlin engine would be vital and more 


production was required. Also. pro- 
duction must be diversified. The 
Merlin engine equipped every Spitfire 
and Hurricane, the aircraft that won 
the Battle of Britain. Later, when it 
came to ‘payback time’, every 
Lancaster bomber had four Merlin 
engines and every Mosquito had two. 
It may well be said that without a 
plentiful supply of these engines, we 
could have lost the war. Many other 
aircraft also used the Merlin engine. 

No civilian cars were produced dur- 
ing the war but, in 1946, it was decid- 
ed to make Crewe the Rolls-Royce car 
factory. The size was about right but 
one of the disadvantages was the blast 
walls that subdivided the three long 
bays of the factory. These were an im- 
portant protection in the war to limit 
damage and casualties from bombing 
but a disadvantage for the line pro- 
duction of cars! 


In 1964 the last production of 
Silver Cloud III and Bentley S3 cars 
was going through. Soon after we 
changed to the Silver Shadow and 
Bentley T. At that time, our target per 
week was about 48 cars and the 
breakdown typically would be: 40 
four-door cars, 7 Mulliner Park Ward 
two-door cars and 1 Phantom. For the 
Phantom we produced the chassis 
only. 

The bodies of the four-door cars 
came in from Pressed Steel Fisher 
near Oxford. For the two-door, the 
bodies came up from MPW in London. 
We fitted the engines and running 
gear, road tested the cars and then 
sent them to London for finishing. The 
bodies for the four-door cars were 
‘bodies in the white’ — that is, in the 
bare metal. Those from Mulliner Parl 
Ward were in the primer state. All 
engines were made at Crewe. 
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It would be interesting to follow the 
sequence for producing a four-door 
Silver Shadow: 

On arrival from Pressed Steel 
Fisher, the body would be worked on 
to improve the surface and to remove 
any rough edges. The body would then 
go through the paint shop and then to 
the car build line. 

In car build there were 48 work sta- 
tions and each car would move on, by 
hand, after an hour of work. From 
memory, about the initial six stations 
would see the installation of internal 
fittings, including wiring looms. The 
body would be on a trolley at this 
stage. Then there were about four sta- 
tions where the body was tilted on to 
its side so that the components, such 
as exhaust pieces and the hydraulic 
pipes, could be fitted under it. Later 
the body would go ‘right-way-up’ 
again and up to a higher level so that 
the two sub-frames could be offered 
up from underneath. The front one 
held the engine and front suspension 
and the rear one, the differential and 
rear suspension. 

The final build stations fitted inter- 
nal trim and so forth and the car then 
passed to the Road Test Department. 

Road testing would involve about 
15 miles around local roads, followed 
by any rectification work and further 
testing if needed. I recall that noisy 
rear axles were often a problem in 
early Shadows and these had to be 
changed and re-worked. 

After road testing, the four-door 
cars would go to the finishing shop for 
final coats of paint and paint rectifica- 
tion. The Mulliner Park Ward cars 
would go back to MPW in London to 
be finished there and the Phantom 
would go to either MPW or another 
specialist coachbuilder. 

It was interesting that about 1970 
there was a discussion at our month- 
ly Board meeting when the idea was 
put forth that we should drop the 
Bentley name altogether and only 
make Rolls-Royce cars. There were, I 
believe, some advantages in market- 
ing and, in the factory, things would 
be simpler with fewer different parts. 
Some of us, myself included, resisted 
this idea. Strangely enough, the 
Bentley proportion then increased 
greatly. Around 1970 it would have 
been 15% or thereabouts but later it 
much exceeded the Rolls-Royce cars. 
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When the Author joined Rolls-Royce Ltd at Crewe in 1964, the Bentley $3 standard saloon was one of the 
Company's mainstay products, built alongside its Silver Cloud Ii! stablemate. Who could have predicted, 
though, that one day only Bentleys would be made and Crewe and that the Rolls-Royce marque would 
move to another company in another place? 


Now, only Bentleys are made at 
Crewe. 

One of the big problems every day 
was shortages. We were dependent on 
about 100 outside suppliers for every- 
thing from complete car bodies to nuts 
and bolts. And, of course, the car 
could not be completed without every 
tiny component. We would have a 
meeting each morning to plan our way 
around these problems. Often we 
would have to fit things retrospective- 
ly and this would mean sometimes 
undoing assembly work already done 
— an expensive business. 

Apart from the cars, many other 
things were made at the factory. We 
had a ‘lost wax’ foundry. Initially this 
made Flying Lady and Winged-‘B’ 


mascots for the cars plus other small 
knobs and fittings. But we also cast 
and machined nozzle guide vanes for 
the Rolls-Royce Aero Division. These 
are the static vanes in jet engines. 
Having still some foundry capacity, we 
even cast golf club heads! 

We produced at one time about 180 
a week of the FB.60 engine for the 
Vanden Plas Princess R cars. This was 
a 4 litre straight-six engine and a de- 
rivative of the B.60 military engine 
range — also made at Crewe. The ‘B’ 
Range of military engines went into 
armoured cars and similar. The small 
B.40 four-cylinder went into a British 
equivalent of the Jeep. 

There was also the ‘K’ Range of 
multi-fuel engines. These were hori- 


Although by this period the standard saloon had firmly established itself, some chassis were still supplied to 
outside coachbuilders, of which James Young Ltd was the last to survive independently — i.e. outside of 


Rolls-Royce Ltd ownership. This sleek Silver Cloud fll 6-light saloon is one of that firm's last designs, 


c ~ 
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A newly built but as yet unopened stretch of Motorway was the scene of this well-known Company publicity shot showing a week's Rolls-Royce and Bentley 


production. The Bentley content was small in those days, but was later to grow sufficiently to outnumber Rolls-Royce production. Several of the cars shown here, 


including some in the front line, are Mulliner Park Ward coachbuilt two-door saloons and drophead coupés. 


The Silver Shadow drophead coupé by H,. Mulliner, Park Ward Ltd. The Corniche was, of course, a later 
development of this model, proving to be one of the Company's most successful models ever. 


zontally opposed engines but with a 
common combustion chamber in the 
centre of the engine between each pair 
of pistons and the crankshafts on the 
outside edges of the engine. 

We made light aeroplane engines — 
about 17 a week. These were of 
Continental (U.S.A.) design, made 
under licence, though we did derive 
our own designs from them. Most 
went to the Cessna factory at Rheims 
in France. 

The total personnel at Crewe in my 
time was about 5,000. Of these, 2,500 
were direct production workers. The 
others would comprise inspectors — 
these always came under a different 
director from that on the Production 
side — then there were the engineers 
who designed and developed the cars 
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and other products, the Purchase de- 
partment and Production Engin- 
eering. This latter was also part of my 
area of responsibility. 

In late 2000 I visited the factory 
again. It was by then under VW own- 
ership. These were the main changes: 
1. The blast walls were down and two 
continuous lines produced cars. One 
which was motor driven, did the four- 
door cars and the other, hand pushed, 
did the two-door cars. 

2. Whereas we built all engines ‘in 
house’, in 2000 a lot were from BMW, 
Cosworth or other sources. 

3. Bodies did not arrive complete from 
outside but in the form of pressings 
which were put together at Crewe. 
Doors are now fitted after all assembly 
work. 

4. There was only one trade union 
allowed by VW on the shop floor. In 
my day there were about thirteen! 

5. Leather, still supplied by Connolly 
Bros., was now from Scandinavia and 
not Africa. The hides from Africa 
would suffer blemishes due to warble 
fly bites on the animal. 

6. Production is still about 48 cars a 
week and all are now made to cus- 
tomer order. After 1971, and prior to 
the VW takeover, production did get 
up to about 70 cars a week, cars being 
made ‘for stock’. This proved a mis- 
take and, at one time, a very large 
number of cars remained unsold 
around the world. 

It was a great pleasure to put this 
talk together and very nostalgic. All 
the foregoing is from memory — and I 
left 32 years ago. I still keep in touch 
with former colleagues including two 
who were also Directors. In my talk, I 
was able to tell of various very amus- 
ing incidents that perhaps should not 
go into print! I had a most attentive 
and receptive audience and feel I have 
made a new circle of friends. Special 
thanks go to Barrie & Margaret 
Gillngs who later took me to the 
Historic Car Show at Eastern Creek 
and entertained me so well for the 


day. yi 


Illustrations from the Editor’s collection 
Above right: a Silver Shadow under scnutiny in the 
Crewe final inspection area. 


Right an aerial view of the Crewe factory of Rolls- 
Royce Ltd, Car Division (now Bentley Motors Ltd). 
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An extract from the !969 Rolls-Royce Ltd (Car Division) intemal telephone directory showing Lloyd Poulton's 
entry (arrowed) as Manager, Production Engineering. 
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Many members will remember Eagle magazine for boys, and the Eagle Annual that was often found by delighted boys in 
their Christmas stockings. Bryce Ronning (A.C.T.) kindly loaned a copy of Eagle Annual No. 8 which. curiously enough, is 
not dated, though we may safely pin it down to the early 1950s. Included is the strip on Rolls and Royce reproduced on this 
and the following two pages. By my reckoning, six of the cars shown (one of which is depicted with the wrong radiator shape) 
are readily identifiable. There will be a small prize for the member identifying the most cars by chassis number. — M.LB. 


ONE DAY EARLY IN THE CENTURY,A HUMBLE MANCHESTER ELECTRICIAN BOUGHT 


The Story of Two Great Men ‘ A SECOND-HAND CAR. THOUGH HE WAS A CLEVER MECHANIC ,HE COULD NEVER MAKE 
ST GO PROPERLY. “THE DESIGN'S ALL WRONG” HE TOLD ONE OF HIS FRIENDS. “1M 


WRITTEN BY RICHARD HOUGH 
~ ILD A OWN” 
DRAWN BY GEORGE LANE . » GOING TO BU CAR MYSELF,A CAR THAT WILL NEVER BREAK DOWN, 


THE ARISTOCRATIC SPORTSMAN, THE HON. CHARLES ROLLS, SOLD MOTOR CARS IN 
LONDON TO MAYFAIR’S RICH. HIS PARTNER, CLAUDE JOHNSON, TOLD HiM ABOUT 
THE NEW ROYCE CAR. “! DON’T SUPPOSE IT’S ANY GOOD,” ROLLS SAID “BUT !’LL GIVE HURRYING BACK TO LONDON , HE BURST INTO CLAUDE JOHNSON'S BEDROOM 
ITA TRIAL.” WHEN ROYCE TOOK HIM OUT FOR A RIDE,CHARLES ROLLS WAS AMAZED, AT MIDNIGHT. “THE ROYCE IS THE MOST WONDERFUL CAR PVE EVER DRIVEN IN,” 
HE SHOUTED EXCITEDLY. “IT’S BEAUTIFULLY MADE AND ABSOLUTELY SILENT, | 
TOLD HiM WE’D TAKE EVERY CAR HE CAN BUILD” 


HENRY ROYCE NOW CONCENTRATED HIS GENIUS ON BUILDING ONE 


GREAT CAR , A CAR THAT COULD TRUTHFULLY BE CALLED “THE BEST 
WITHIN A FEW WEEKS THE ROYCE CAR HAD BECOME THE ROLLS-ROYCE, AND CAR INTHE WORLD" IT WAS UNVEILED ATTHE MOTOR SHOW — 


iT WAS CHARLES ROLLS’ JOB TO SPREAD ITS FAME. LUCKILY THE FEARLESS 

"CHARLIE" WAS A GREAT RACING DRIVER , AND IN 1906 HE TORE ROUND THE AN ALL-SILVER CAR , WITH SILVER PLATED FITTINGS. 
DANGEROUS ISLE OF MAN CIRCUIT IN A 20 H.P. MODEL TO WIN BRITAIN’S FAMOUS THE'SILVER GHOST’CAUSED A SENSATION . 
TOURIST TROPHY AT RECORD SPEED. 


104 


FOR NEARLY TWENTY YEARS THE SILENT 

: ‘ ‘ THEN.ON A SUMMER DAY IN 1910 

SILVER GHOST'REIGNED SUPREME . IN 1907 A‘SILVER é . 

GHOST’RAN 15,000 MILES NON-STOP ON TRIAL BETWEEN GLASGOW AND LONDON. PANGLEE WRIGHT FINIRG ACRINES CULLING OUT DE a Lee Bites THE 

ALL OVER THE WORLD THE SMOOTH RELIABILITY OF THE CAR BECAME FAMOUS. AT TAIL BROKE OFF, AND 33 YEAR OLD CHARLIE LAY MORTALLY WOUNDED IN 
THE WRECKAGE — THE FIRST MAN TO BE KILLED IN THE AIRIN ENGLAND, 


BROOKLANDS RACING TRACK A‘GHOST'SPED ROUND AT 101 M.P.H. 


gi 7 file NS 


AFTER THAT HIS PARTNER NEARLY DIED OF STRAIN ANO WORRY, HIS DOCTORS 
THE’SILVER GHOST’HAD GROWN TEETH FOR THE BATTLE , AND WITH THREE 


GAVE HIM THREE MONTHS TO LIVE. BUT HENRY ROYCE REFUSED TO DIE,AND WHEN ; 
WAR CAME IN 19/4, ROLLS-ROYCE AERO ENGINES WERE SOON TAKING BRITISH BOMBERS TONS OF ARMOUR PLATE, LAWRENCE OF ARABIA'S ROLLS-ROYCE ARMOURED 
CARS SWEPT THE DESERT OF TURKISH SOLDIERS. NOW THE NAME WAS FEARED 


OVER THE GERMAN LINES, WHILE FIGHTER PILOTS BATTLED AGAINST THE SWARMING 
GERMAN FOKKERS IN R-R ENGINED BRISTOLS . IN EVERY COUNTRY THAT HAD TAKEN UP ARMS AGAINST BRITAIN. 


THE RUGGED ROLLS-ROYCE WAS FOUND A JOB EVEN IN THE CLOSE TRENCH WAR- 


FARE. IN THE GALLIPOLI CAMPAIGN ‘SILVER GHOST’ARMOURED CARS REVERSED WITH THE WAR JUST OVER, TWO BRAVE MEN, ALCOCK AND BROWN, SET OFF FOR THE 
ACROSS NO MAN'S LAND IN DARKNESS, THREW GRAPNELS ACROSS THE BARBED WIRE FIRST EVER NON-STOP ATLANTIC FLIGHT. SIXTEEN HOURS LATER THEIR ROLLS-ROYCE 
ENTANGLEMENTS AND TORE THEM APART FOR OUR ADVANCING INFANTRY. ENGINES BROUGHT THEM SAFELY OVER THE IRISH COAST, EIGHT YEARS BEFOCRE 


LINDBERG, TO WIN THEM A £10,000 PRIZE. 
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ON LAND, ON WATER AND IN THE AIR, THE FAMOUS INITIALS R-R CONQUERED 
EVERYWHERE, iN 1930 THE DARING RACING DRIVER , SIR HENRY SEGRAVE , HAD 
TWO AERO ENGINES FITTED TO HIS MISS ENGLAND tl SPEEOBOAT. AT FULL SPEED 


ROYCE’S CHANCE TO BUILD A FAST SILENT 
ON WINDERMERE,HE ZOOMED ACROSS THE LAKE AT 98°76 M.P.H. TO TAKE THE SPORTS CAR CAME IN 1932 WHEN HE BOUGHT THE OLD BENTLEY COMPANY. 


WORLD RECORD, ONLY TO SMASH INTO A FLOATING LOG AND BE KILLED. MOST ORIVERS CAUGHT ONLY A BRIEF REAR VIEW OF THE FAMOUS ROLLS- 


BENTLEY AS IT SHOT PAST, THREE TIMES !T WAS ENTERED FOR THE T.7 
RACE — THREE TIMES IT PUT UP THE FASTEST SPEED, 


TODAY THE R-R TRADITION LIVES ON ~ IN SPEED AND GRACE. (N MARCH 1956 
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER PETER TWISS TOOK THE ABSOLUTE AIR SPEED RECORD 
TO 1,132 M.P.H.IN A FAIREY DELTAH) PLANE POWERED a R-R AVON TURBOJET. 


Sp “#4 


a 


THE QUIET, HARD-WORKING ENGINEER 
+ all HENRY ROYCE LIVED FOR TWENTY-TWO 
YEARS ON BORROWED TIME, AT LAST,IN 
ie = 1932,THIS GENIUS DIED AT HIS SUSSEX 
ft ™Y HOME. BUT HE HAD ALREADY COMPLETED 
HIS DESIGN FOR THE MOST FAMOUS ENGINE 
OF ALL. IN THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN EVERY 
SPITFIRE AND HURRICANE 
THAT REPELLED THE « 
NAZI ONSLAUGHT : 
WAS POWERED BY Mrs 
A MERLIN ENGINE. 
IT COULD TRUTH- 


FULLY BE SAID iS 

THAT ROYCEHAD of 

SAVED HIS 

COUNTRY. CG | ules Ss. ~ 


AND NO LESS A PERSON THAN HER MAJESTY 
QUEEN ELIZABETH i! TOOK DELIVERY OF THE FIRST S 
R-R PHANTOM IV EIGHT-CYLINOER CAR ~ THE MOST 

EXCLUSIVE CAR IN THE WORLD, WHICH IS BUILT ‘\ 
ONLY FOR ROYALTY AND HEADS OF STATE. IF ; 
THEY WERE ALIVE TODAY , HENRY ROYCE : 


AND THE UOM: CHADLES ROLLS WOLILD 


HAVE BEEN PROUD OF IT, 


Opposite page: an early post-war Rolls-Royce Ltd advertisement showing what 
is believed to be an Australian-delivered Silver Wraith, a saloon by HJ, Mulliner xG 
similar to our front cover car but without a division, probably WDC59. 
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A Rolls-Royce Silver Wraith under the wing of 


a Merlin powered Canadair IV.—The “Empress of 


Sydney” —operating on Canadian Pacific Airlines. 


ROLLSROYCE 


EWN GEN € $ 


ROLLS-ROYCE LIMITED DERBY 


For many years Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley drivers would have been 
directed by this sign leading them into 
the workshops of the Victorian 
Distributor Kellow-Falkiner Pty Ltd. 

The sign has now been donated to 
the Sir Henry Royce Foundation and 
following some necessary conserv- 
ation work is now on display at the 
ARCHIVE, the headquarters of the 
Foundation at the Fox Museum in 
Melbourne. 
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The Sir Henry Royce Foundation, Australia. Trustees: David jones AM OBE, James Kelso, Malcolm Johns LL.B, David Vann 


~ NEWS from the REGISTERS _ 


Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn & Bentley Mk VI/R-type 


More on Rear Dampers 

Observant members will have noticed 
that the photograph of the flexible coup- 
ling (PRAECLARUM 6-03, page 4203) 
showed abrasion of the metal braiding at 
one point. On fitting a replacement it was 
obvious that this was caused by an up- 
turned edge on the short removable 
chassis member used for supporting the 
rear engine/gearbox rubber mounting 
block. Action was thus obviously needed 
to avoid a repeat failure. 

The coupling consists of a metal braid- 


ed rubber hose with brass end-fittings, 
and a replacement was easily obtained. 
Each brass end-fitting has a course- 
threaded groove (approx 4 TPI) in the 
end within the rubber hose and they sim- 
ply unwind out and can be re-used. 

A replacement hose can be supplied 
and fitted reliably and cheaply (approx 
$28) in a few minutes by an industrial 
pressure hose firm such as Enzed. 

| found that the trouble came when 
reinstalling. | could not see anyway that 
the coupling could be positioned to avoid 


The arrow points to the corner of the removable chassis member that can abrade the flexible coupling in 
the oil line to the rear shock dampers unless attended to. Here it has simply been bent away with the aid 


of vice-grips or shifting spanner and a protective sleeve of reinforced rubber hose added for good measure. 


ast 
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similar abrasion between the coupling 
and the upturned edge of the above men- 
tioned chassis member. 

In studying the situation two solutions 
presented themselves. Either remove the 
chassis member and cut off the offending 
nearside rear corner of the upturned 
edge, or without removing, simply grip 
this corner in the jaws of a shifting span- 
ner or vice-grips, and bend outwards 
away from the coupling. | choose the lat- 
ter. For good measure | slipped a 130 
m.m. length of 18 m.m. bore fibre-re- 
inforced rubber hose over the coupling 
as further protection, before attaching its 
rear end. This ensured complete isol- 
ation of the coupling from the chassis 
member, and because of the large bore of 
the protective hose, the normal vibratory 
movement of the new coupling was not 
restricted. 

| wonder whether abrasion at this 
point is a common cause of premature 
failure of this coupling on our vehicles, 
with the subsequent loss of gearbox oil. 

Owning and maintaining one of our 
Registrar cars is a constant 'voyage-of- 
discovery’. Those who do not own and 
maintain such a car are quite unaware of 
what they are missing. 

Good Motoring 
Lloyd Missen. Registrar 


67 Rembrandt Drive, Middle Cove, 
N.S.W. 2068. ’Phone/Fax 02-9958-283 | 


lloydshirleym@bigpond.com 
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Silver Shadow, Bentley T and Derivatives 


| am pleased to announce that Brett 
Roberts from the Queensland Branch 
and Mark Herbstreit from the Victoria 
Branch have agreed to be Register con- 
tacts in their respective Branches to en- 
able the Register to provide assistance to 
both new and long-term Club members. 

Brett is the proud owner of a low- 
mileage Silver Shadow II which he keeps 
in immaculate condition with an emphasis 
on preventative maintenance. Mark’s 
Silver Shadow Il is also immaculate and 
was the press car for the Australian re- 
lease of the model. Mark and his father 
Terry do most of the repairs and mainte- 
nance and have recently been delving into 
the mysteries of the Lucas ‘Opus’ elec- 
tronic ignition system. 


Praeclarum Rally technical seminar 

This year’s Register technical session 
is to be held on the Friday of the Federal 
Rally. Robert McDermott has kindly of- 
fered the Register the use of a hoist at 
the new McDermott’s Workshop 
premises, only a short distance from the 
Rally HQ at the Crown Promenade. 


Eric Rainsford 


Received via the Federal President: 

Many thanks for your kind thoughts 
during our very sad time. 

Would you please pass on to the many 
members of our wonderful Club our 
heartfelt thanks for the beautiful flowers. 

Ral, Dean, Julie and Garry were de- 
lighted that Eric and | received the Sir 
Henry Royce Foundation Trophy while 
Eric was still well enough to participate in 
the presentation. 

Beryl Rainsford, 
South Australia 


Phantom Is 


| refer to the photograph on page 
4185 of PRAECLARUM 6-03. In my 
garage | have a piece of floorboard from 
9LF, acquired on May Ist, 1960 with 
other parts to rejuvenate 30LC (see my 
letter about I1IDC on page 4074, 
PRAECLARUM 2-03,). 

In May 1960, 9LF had a seized engine 
and very sad body work. It was sold by a 
gentleman in Port Macquarie to another 
in Tamworth. From memory, the pur- 


| will be leading the session and plan to 
cover among other topics, standard and 
coachbuilt cars, model changes and evo- 
lution, plus faults and remedies. 

There will be something of interest 
for those who never open the bonnet as 
well as for members who do their own 
servicing. During the session | will be en- 
couraging members to ask questions and 
contribute their own experiences. 


Session details are as follows: 

Where — McDermott’s Workshop at 
Docklands, 97 
Footscray. 


Moreland Street, 


chaser was a Club member and bought 
the car for parts for his Phantom. 

Then | considered myself lucky to be 
able to obtain some parts for my car. The 
value of these cars has increased in 40 
years. 

Eric Marshman, 
New South Wales 


Wandering the archives 


As you know | have been wandering 
around the archives for a few years now 
compiling all sorts of facts and figures 
about the Club, including listing the ed- 
itions and editors of our magazine. The 
first edition of The Quarterly Magazine, as 
it was originally called, was published in 
Spring 1960 with Adrian Garrett as 
Editor. By my reckoning ninety issues had 
been published by the time you took on 
the Editorial rdle. In the meantime, the 
magazine had acquired its present name 
of PRAECLARUM in 1965. 

Since your first edition in February 
1984, No. I-84, we have seen the journal 
pass the 100th issue in 1985 and the 
200th issue in 2002. According to my cal- 
culations you will reach the milestone of 


When — Friday March 12th at 1.30 p.m. 

Rally participants wishing to attend the 
seminar should assemble in the parking 
area out the front of the Crown 
Promenade at 1.00 p.m. for the short 
drive to Footscray. Car pooling is en- 
couraged as it is a very good way to meet 
new people from other Branches. A map 
and further details will be in the Rally 
“goody bag’ or you can telephone for de- 
tails on the day on 0408-31-61 72. 


Happy motoring, 
Nicholas Lang, Registrar 


shadow @ register.rroc.ord.au 


twenty years as Editor with this issue, 
your 120th, which brings the total num- 
ber of editions to 210. 

So congratulations on your record- 
breaking achievement as Editor of 
PRAECLARUM. The volume speaks vol- 
umes about your contribution but the 
content has been superb. We are all in- 
debted to you for the production of an 
excellent journal. 

Yours Archivally, 
David Neely 


Editorial note: David, a member of our New 
South Wales Branch, co-author of the superb 
Rolls-Royce & Bentley in the Surnburnt 
Country and author of the forthcoming his- 
tory of our Club, is soon to take over as your 
Editor. — M.I.B. 


From the R.R.E.C. Secretary 


You have done a splendid job over the 
years and you will be much missed for 
your erudition and clarity of thought. 


Capt. Peter Baines, 
General Secretary, R.R.EC. 
and Editor, R.R.E.C. Bulletin 
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Cars For Sale 


1913 Silver Ghost (2412) rare London-to- 
Edinburgh model. Perhaps the last original but un- 
restored Veteran chassis left in Australia, offering a 
very good opportunity to purchase at $440,000 
o.n.o. Doug Bristow 03-9899-699 | (w) 


1919 Silver Ghost (35TW) Body off restoration, 
great attention to detail. New wheels, radiator 
core, wings, etc. Local Branch outright Concours 
winner 2003. Full history known — once the prop- 
erty of the King of Siam. $265000. Joe 
Wilson 07-3378-5379 (‘phone & FAX) email: 
joewilson@powerup.com.au 


1924 Silver Ghost (67AU) Martin & King sports 
saloon original to this Australian delivered chassis. 
A regular on Club runs and very reliable with 
excellent documented history. An opportunity to 
become the custodian of an original bodied Silver 
Ghost. $135,000, offers considered. Mark Babidge 
08-9364-2861 babidge@bigpond.com.au 


1925 Silver Ghost (125AU) Hooper landaulette. 
Dark blue/black with beige upholstery. 4-wheel 
brakes, Apparently low-mileage with lovely 7- 
seater coachwork in restored condition. Charming 
example of a Silver Ghost with original English 
coachwork. $245,000 o.n.0. Doug Bristow 
03-9899-699 | (w) 


1929 20/25 (GXO42) Martin & King 4-light saloon. 
6-wheel equipped, mascot, chassis cards, some 
books, 40 tools (will not sell separately). Almost 
complete and original, suit restoration. $40,000 
ono, Walter Vears 03-9555-5206 


Cars For Sale 


1936 Bentley 4'/1 Litre (BISIGP) HJ. Mulliner 
sports saloon. Two-tone Royal/Navy Blue with 
cream leather upholstery. Completely restored to 
concours standard. Winner of major awards. 
N.S.W. registration (ASG 5), registered to April 
2004. Wonderful to drive, with many thousands 
of miles of great touring in its history. $250,000. 
Rena or Ed Barnum 02-499 1-4370 


1951 Silver Wraith (WHD57) Park Ward saloon. 
Dark green with matching interior. Purchased new 
and owned by a Melbourne businessman until 
recently. Still in excellent mechanical condition. 
106,437 miles. Original tools, handbook and Park 
Ward coachwork manual with signed origina! 
Guarantee. Ready for continued reliable service. 
$45,000. L. Dell 0407-13-5572 


_ 


1951 Bentley Mk VI (B228L)) Two-tone metallic 
grey with deep red leather. Immaculate, low 
mileage. Complete with all tools, books, etc. 
$42,000. neg. Boyd Rasmussen 07-4151 -4067 


> 


1951 Bentley Mk VI (BIOOMD) metallic Sky Blue 
with dark blue leather upholstery. 4.5 litre, manual 
gearbox, full-flow oil system. Australian delivery 
with export modifications, e.g, oil-bath air cleaner, 
export bumpers and Yale bonnet locks. Original 
radio plus hidden 6-stack CD player, Full toolkit, 
onginal handbook. Professional steering rebuild in 
2003. NSW. reg. MC-106. 112,000 miles. 
Excellent condition. Third owner. lan Methven 
02-9940-4773 ian_methven@bigpond.com 


Cars For Sale 


195| Silver Wraith (WOF29) Park Ward owner- 
driver saloon. Opalescent Moss Green with beige 
leather. Winner of the Company Trophy for the 
best restoration at the 1981 Shepparton Federal 
Rally. A Barry Sparks/Keith Brennan restoration. 
Manual gearbox, recent new clutch. New radial 
tyres. Current custodean 25 years, 64,000 miles. 
See PRAECLARUM p.3557 for photographs 
including interior. $69,000 neg. Don O'Donoghue 
07-3374-1274 


1961 Bentley Continental $2 (BC69BY) Park Ward 
drophead coupé. Good onginal condition. Located 
Brisbane. $99,000 negotiable. Frederick Bitneris 
07-3422-0628 (h) 


1969 Silver Shadow (DRH6787) H,J, Mulliner, Park 
Ward drophead coupé. Burgundy bare metal re- 
spray, beautiful job. New hood. Reconditioned 
engine and gearbox. New tyres. $85,000 or trade 
either way for 7- or 8-passenger Rolls-Royce or 
Bentley. Allen Curtis 0409-34-6534 


1972 Comiche (CRHI218!) HJ. Mulliner, Park 
Ward two-door saloon, White with red leather. 
Very original and good condition. Air conditioning, 
electric seats, cruise control, 8-track tape player. 
$45,000, Tony Wither 03-9553-8936 or mobile 
041 2-06-6670 


+04 
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Cars For Sale 


1974 Comiche Convertible 


(DRH17099) Gold 
with magnolia upholstery and black hood. 
Bodywork, hood and interior excellent. 87,000 
miles. Meticulously maintained in superb mech- 
ancal condition for the past 15 years by Bob 
Chapman. $98,000. John Baldwin 03-9735-1946 
or 041 2-09-9644 


1975 Comiche (CRHI7997) two-door saloon. 
Brewster Green with beige leather. Australian 
delivery. All original tools and books. Electric seats 
and windows, air conditioning, stereo/CD player. 
Beautiful condition, low mileage. Qld. reg. RRC-12. 
$48,000. Bryan or Pamela Dodd 07-5527-2762 


1975 Silver Shadow (SRH21227) Moorland Green 
and Pewter Silver, tan upholstery and light brown 
carpets. Suspension recently overhauled. Always 
garaged. Handbook, Workshop Manuals. 134,764 
miles. Suit wedding/function hire. $23,500. Susan 
Hecker 02-9909-2220 or 07-4121 -3220 


1979 Siver Wraith Il (LRH36157) The only Royal 
Rolls-Royce in Australia, delivered new to HRH 
Princess Margaret in September 1979. Immaculate, 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements must 
be factual and accurate. Persons misrepresenting 


cars, parts or services will be denied further use of 


this space. Ads for cars for sale must include chassis 
number and asking price. Ads may be edited to 
optimise use of available space and to conform to 
a standard format, and may be rejected at the 
discretion of the Editor without discussion. 


low mileage. Complete with all tools, books, etc. 
$44,000. neg. Boyd Rasmussen 07-4151 -4067 


Cars Wanted 


Wanted: Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars, pre- 
and post-war, any model up to and including Silver 
Clouds and S Series, any condition considered. 
Please contact Ray or lan at The Real Car Co., 
telephone (U.K) +44-!248-602649 or Email: 
mail@realcar.co.uk 


Parts For Sale 


Silver Dawn or Bentley Mk VI/R-type front 
bumper, brand new in original packing case, no 
overriders, $750. Terry Bruce 03-9772-2973 


Seat covers for Silver Spirit or Spur, cloth, biue 
with red piping. Near new. James Harwood 
08-9474-3859 


Bentley Mk VI 1948 4'/s litre engine, rebuilt 15,000 
miles ago but block has cracked exhaust valve seat. 
Parts in good condition including head, crankshaft, 
carburetters, etc. Will sell as is or separate. Rob 
Alexander 03-533 1-3527 or 041 8-36-6597, email 
mistover2@telstra.com 


Olympic 6.50 x 20 tyre, good tread, plus tube and 
rust band, $125; four Olympic 700 x 20 tyres, 
treads 2 good, 2 fair, plus tubes and rust bands, 
$100 and $75 each; five 20 inch fock-ring type 
rims, dimpled and drilled for R-R pattern 84 
spokes, $200 each; two Dunlop 700 x 21 unused, 
retreaded tyres, $125 each; two brand new (old 
stock) Dunlop 700 x 21 tyres, for donation of 
$150 each to Sir Henry Royce Foundation. Barrie 
Gillings 02-9 144-3787, Fax: 02-9440-9159, email 
barrie@gillings.com 


Parts Wanted 


For early (1923) 20 Horsepower. elbow breather 
pipe from crankcase to carburetter, part no. 
E51460A; nickel wheel securing cover and bolt for 
sidemount spare wheel bracket, part no. F51 154A. 
Mark Roberts 08-839 !-2224 (h) 


Fuse holders to suit Silver Cloud Ii. Peter Jordan- 
Hill 03-9800-5433 or FAX 03-9800-5466 


Wanted: jack for 1923 20 Horsepower. David 
Vann 07-3265-2999 
Literature For Sale 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good black & white or colour 
prints showing the lines of the car are suitable. 
‘Front-on' shots cannot be used. For photo returm, 
please include stamped addressed envelope. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars must, 
where required by law, quote their dealer's licence 
number and comply with all other statutory 
requirements relating to their advertising. 


PRAECLARUM back issues available from the 
Sir Henry Royce Foundation Australia. If you 
require a particular issue to complete your 
collection please let us know and we will see if it is 
available. $5.00 per copy, Please contact David 
Vann 07-3865-3287 or FAX 07-3865-4822 


Bentley Owner's Handbooks: 1986 Model Year 
Turbo R from #12834; 1990 MY Turbo R from 
#31004; 1990 MY Mulsanne S from #31006. Alt 
mint. $135 each. Martin Bennett 02-4829-7140 
(‘phone & FAX). jiamesyoungs1@bigoond.com 


Bentley Continental T owner's handbook with 
slip-case, Dark green leather with gold block- 
ing. New. $225. Martin Bennett 02-4829-7140 
(‘phone & FAX). jamesyoungs1@bigpond.com 


Phantom Il handbook (No. VI) original and all 
pages intact including colour diagrams. Cover 
soiled, all gold lettering visible. Inside flyleaf reads: 
“REF/24, AS. Handyside, 1933’, To be sold to a 
Club member with correct car for Pll Handbook 
No. VI period. $340 including registered P. & P to 
buyer. fricharderskine@msn.com 


Services 


Engineering Solutions specialists in engineering 
restorations. One-off or multiple parts made to 
your specifications or sample, existing parts re- 
paired or modified. we specialise in: 

* complete engine/transmission reconditioning 

* splines and gearcutting 

* pattern-making and casting 

* nameplate etching 

* cast iron welding 

* fuel tank manufacturing 
John Handley Restorations 
'Phone/FAX 07-4159-9 143 


of Bundaberg. 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, height 
contro] valves, and minimum pressure valves for 
Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T Series, Corniche etc. 
and Silver Spirit/Spur, Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor 
cars. We have specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics 
in the U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are guaran- 
teed for two years, unlimited milage. For example: 
Silver Shadow/Bentley T Series/Corniche/Camargue 
accumulator reconditioning, $295. 

Pleiades Automotive Hydraulics (Australia) 
PO. Box 40, Gayndah, Qld. 4625. 
‘Phone/FAX 07-4161-2512 


COST: Ads are free to non-trade members. Non- 
members are charged $16.50 (inc. GST) for a non- 
commercial ad. of reasonable length. Trade ads at 
commercial rates. Photographs included free of 
charge to non-trade members, $16.50 (inc. GST) 
for others. Where applicable, cheques made 
payable to RR.O.C. of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads to the Editor at 


‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, Yarra via Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. ’Phone/FAX: 02-4829-7140. Email: jamesyoungs1@bigpond.com 
Deadlines: 21st of January, March, May, July, September, November. 
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BENTLEY CAR 
Ray Yuense USe 


Tue SERVANTS HAW 


Victoria Branch member Terry Ward took the above photograph at Kedleston 
Hall, Derbyshire, during last year’s Derby Bentley 70th Anniversary weekend, 
demonstrating that class discrimination is alive and well in England! 
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VETERAN VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
VEHICLE INSURANCE 


When it comes to Insurance, 
we'll take as much care of 
your Rolls-Royce or Bentley 
... aS you do! 


e Agreed Value 
¢ Competitive Premiums 
e Retention of Wreck 
¢ Repairer of Your Choice 


Includes NRMA Plus benefits with every policy. 


Coverage Throughout Australia 


1800 646 605 


NRMA Insurance Limited ACN 000 016 722 
388 George Street Sydney 2000 


PRA.CLARVM 


PRAECLARVM 


Display Advertising 


If your business is associated with Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that special 
car for sale, you could benefit from the impact of a 
display advertisement in PRAECLARUM, your Club’s 
national magazine that goes to all members of all 
Branches of the Club Australia-wide, as well as to 
members and subscribers in a number of other 
countries. 

Your advertisement may be submitted in electronic 
or camera-ready form, or it can be typeset and laid 
out to your requirements on the Club’s computer 
system as a free service. Compare these highly 
competitive and economical GST-inclusive rates 
(colour extra): 


Size: Cost per issue: 
Full Page - $451 
Half Page - $253 
Quarter Page - $143 


To enquire or book space, please contact: 
Martin Bennett, 
‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, 
Yarra via Goulburn, 
New South Wales 2580 
*Phone/FAX: 02-4829-7140 


Ornithorhynchus anatinus Platypus 
Ornithorhynchus from Greek ornis ‘bird’, 
rhychos ‘snout’, anatinus Latin ‘like a duck’, 


Your car also has many functions 
and parts for repair. 


TOM JOHNSTON MOTORS 
Pty Ltd 


13 Stirling St. Thebarton S.A. 5031 
Tel. 08 8234 5600, Fax 08 8234 5607 


MIA 


+04 4243 


FOR SALE: two Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost chassis 


i) Pe Tae _ —— " 
1923 Silver Ghost Chassis No. 23NK 

1920 Silver Ghost Chassis No. 18TW Short wheelbase, ‘D’ steering, 4-wheel brake model. Completely 
This frame is completely restored. Rear axle, torque tube, universal eT essentially OUI IStiee Oneal engine, Ney ELIS 
sphere and brakes all completed. Gearbox rebuilt and complete. Generator, radiator, exhaust manifold, headlight stancheons. More 
Starter motor rebuilt. Complete engine rebuild except ancillaries. picuares andl histony avallab lene shine ax US80. 080. 

New firewall and brackets completed. Pedals partially restored. . . . 
Front axle partially restored. Fuel tank partially rebuilt. More Both chassis located in Melbourne, Australia. 


pictures and history available including pictures of work progres-  ’Phone 0419-58-8299, E-mail: silverahost192023 @ hotmail.com 
sively done from the first restoration stage. Asking AUD$230,000. 


Anne Freedman 


Hispano Suiza - 
Concours Winner » 
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1936 PHI 
Aerodynamic Coupe 
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Mercedes =% see ees 1932 Figoni- 
a 2 gE E Falaschi Saloon 


1932 Lincoln 


; j New 
Lagonda S - 4 ; ' one piece 


and Rolls 


ACHIEVE PERFECTION! Wa ~ 


Choose Lmarr custom wheel discs and Spare tire canisters for that “classic look.” 


Add an air of distinction and refinement to your classic and we can custom produce discs for almost any car. 
car with Lmarr precision reproduction wheel discs, and 
side and rear mounted spare tire canisters. 


We fit wheel sizes 16” to 23”. Spare tire canisters are 
available for Bentley - 18” and Rolls Royce - 18” & 19”. 
The convenience of our discs cannot be underestimated: 


* eliminates the lengthy cleaning process LMARR DISK LTD. 
¢ helps protect the chassis and brake mechanism 
¢ comes with everything needed for installation BO Bax On Glen Elen GA 332 On aueA 


Tel: (707) 938-9347; Fax: (707) 938-3020 
Stock discs are available for over sixty makes and models, E-Mail: imarr@attglobal. net; Website: www.imarr.com 
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SPECIAL 
INSURANGE —“ 
FOR SPECIAL 
VEHICLES 


Shannons Insurance has been insuring veteran, vintage and classic vehicle enthusiasts since 1970 and has developed a 
great insurance package at a very competitive price 
HM Agreed value. If the car is a total loss you will receive I No blame = No excess 

the full sum it is insured for @ Laid up cover for vehicles being restored or repaired 
M@ You have the option to choose your own repairer Ml Free windscreen — one per year without excess 


lM in the event of total loss you will have automatic re- Mi Personal! belongings and tools up to the value of $400 
tention of the wreck, depending on the policy — subject to excess 


BHREHRBRHRHEHRHRHE RHE HERE BERBER RE HREHBE EB BeBe eee eee ee 
FOR A SPECIAL QUOTE CALL 1300 139 006 www.shannons.com.au 


Protecting your Investment in Rolls-Royce and Bentley. 


u 
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TéTnical EXpestise— oom fales 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners deserve and expect only the highest level of professionalism and 
expertise to be involved with the repair, maintenance and presentation of these famous motor cars. 


At Paradise Garage, we give our customers as much attention as their cars. We listen, when we 
deliver the car to our customer we explain what was wrong and how we fixed the problem. 
We have the credentials and the commitment to support owners and their cars. 


“The owners know us, they know they can rely on us.” 


Call Warrick or Paul to discuss routine maintenance, major overhaul, buying or selling, 
or advice on any aspect of Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


Messrs Appleby and Booth at Paradise Garage 
Heaven for Cars - Salvation for Car Owners 
25 Dunning Avenue, Rosebery, NSW, 2018 
Tel: 02 9313 7866 Fax: 02 9663 2105 www.paradisegarage.com.au DL: 13746 


UNION OFFSET CO. PTY LTD Print Post Approved PP229219 100048 
16 NYRANG STREET, FYSHWICK, ACT 2609 (02) 6295 4500 Lodgement Office: Canberra Mail Centre, Fyshwick, 2609 


